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PREFACE

Language learning can be seen as an ever-developing process 0;
different language skills such as speaking, reafilng, writing, dfln
listening. This manual is designed as a practical guide for interme 1at§
students of English as a second or foreign language to develop an
practice their reading and speaking skills. This manual is designed to
give students a feel for the geographical and cultural features of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. .

The main aim of this manual is to supply learners qf English
with practical English to improve their reading skills. This manual
consists of six thematic units. The thematically arranged texts
introduce students to topics of universal interest. Each unit is
independent and entirely separate in content from qt}}e‘r units .and
contains pre-reading activities, a text, post-reading activities, sgc’flsms
on word formation and vocabulary focus, extracurricular activities,

and idiom organizer. o ‘
All of the units provide the students with interesting and

stimulating topical texts to read, think about, and discuss. To facilitate
discussion, questions are divided into two parts: general
comprehension and multiple-choice questions. Quest19ns in thg first
part require only simple understanding‘of t.he text; .Whl‘le those in the
second part are focused on finding specific mforfnatlon in the text. .
Pre-reading activities are an introduction to each reading
passage (i.e. text) and encourage the students to thmk’a‘pc.)ut tixle 1;1eas,
facts, and vocabulary to be presented. Pre-.readmg activities shou d be
conducted before the text is read and d}scussed. Assignments c;['hat
follow the reading passage inten«?l to improve not onlyb é';aa 1{1g
comprehension but also speaking sk111§. Verbal expressw;l, o ﬁ;ssz,
depends on the acquisition of a certain St?Cks of vocabulary, p s
ctures, as well as idiomatic expression .
o StfI‘uhe progression of assignments in each unit lea}di_ :;lli‘ieglts
through general comprehension of main ideas, .spec1ﬁczl lnto nane ;1,
details and vocabulary. In Word Formation section, students p el e
new vocabulary by deriving new words. Yocabulary l?ocushprtohlles
an opportunity to learn new words alongside collocations t ah efps
learners to make English sound more pgtural and authen ;)c
Vocabulary Focus and Word Formation activities are not meant to g
a glossary of unfamiliar words but exercises to help students expan

4

their word attack skills and improve their strategies for
comprehending meaning. For a detailed treatment of the new
vocabulary, a monolingual dictionary should be consulted. The last
activity of each unit, i.e. Extracurricular Activities, is optional. The
questions and activities are intended to move students out of the unit
into work that will call for some creativity on their own part.
We hope that this manual will lead you through an enjoyable
learning experience.
Robert Khachatryan
Narine Hovhannisyan
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UNIT I
BACK TO GREAT BRITAIN

PRE-READING ACTIVITIES
THINKING ABOUT THE TOPIC

1. Why do you think Britain is called Great?

2. The English come from England, the Scots from Scotland, the
Welsh from Wales, and the Irish from Ireland. Think of as many
European countries as you can. What are people called there?

3. Explain the difference between a) Great Britain and the United
Kingdom, b) Great Britain and the British Isles, c) the Republic
of Ireland and Northern Ireland.

4. Which of these people are British: an Englishman, an Irish, a
Scot or a Welshman?

[ 5. Which of these capital cities are the capitals of independent

J‘ states: Edinburgh, Belfast, Dublin, Cardiff or London?

6. Compare Britain with your own country. Which are the most

J obvious geographical differences?

|

|

f

Read the following text carefully, paying particular attention to
the words in bold.

|
|
‘;; WHY IS BRITAIN GREAT? KNOW THE
’ MEANING

If we look at a British passport, we can | independent (adj.)
see that the country is called the United | having its own
{ Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern | government

Ireland. Strictly speaking, ‘Great Britain’ is

a geographical expression while ‘The United | comprise  (v.) to
Kingdom’ is a political expression. The | consist of
United Kingdom of Great Britain and | something; to
Northern Ireland has been the country’s full | contain
official name since 1921 when Southern
Ireland or the Irish Republic became | inhabitant (n.) a
independent. Great Britain comprises | person that lives in a
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England, Wales, and Scotland. Northern
Ireland is not part of Great Britain, although
most people call the inhabitants of
Northern Ireland British, too. The word
“great” in Great Britain does not mean
famous or important, but larger.

Great Britain is an island state. It is
situated on the British Isles beautifully
modelled by nature. The British Isles lie off
the northwest coast of continental Europe.
They are made up of the island of Great
Britain to the east and Ireland to the west
and some 5,500 islands and islets. These
islands form an archipelago with total area
of 315,134 km> Its closest continental
neighbours are France and Belgium.

London is both the capital of the UK
and England and stands on the Thames.
Edinburgh is the capital of Scotland. Cardiff
and Belfast are the capitals of Wales and
Northern Ireland respectively. Dublin is the
capital of Republic of Ireland. The
Greenwich meridian (the prime meridian)
runs through South-East London.

Great Britain is washed by the Atlantic
Ocean, the North Sea, and the English
Channel. In its narrowest part, the Strait of
Dover, the Channel is only twenty-one miles
wide. Several islands of the British coast are
also part of the United Kingdom (for
example, the Isle of Wight, the Orkneys,
Hebrides and Shetlands, although the
Channel Islands and the Isle of Man are not.
However, all these islands do recognize the
Queen.

The surface of the British Isles varies
very much. Geographically, the island of
Great Britain is subdivided into two main
regions — Lowland Britain and Highland

particular place

situate (v.) to place
something in a
particular position or
place

continental (n.)
typical of seven
main land masses of
the earth

island (n.) a piece of
land completely
surrounded by water

islet (n.) a very
small island

archipelago (n.) a
group of islands and
the sea surrounding
them

meridian (n.) one of
the lines that is
drawn from the
North Pole to the
South Pole on a map
of the world

coast (n.) the land
beside or near the
sea or ocean

surface (n.) the top
layer of an area of
water or land




Britain, between which there is a dramatic
contrast. Lowland Britain comprises
southern and eastern England. Highland
Britain consists of Scotland, most of Wales,
the Pennines, and the Lake District. The
Lake District contains the beautiful lakes
that give it its name. This district is widely
known for its association with the history of
English literature and especially with the
name of William Wordsworth, the founder
of the Lake School of Poets.

There are mountain chains in the north
of England (the Pennines), in Scotland (the
Highlands) and in Wales, but they are not
very high. Ben Nevis in Scotland is the
highest mountain. There are a lot of rivers in
Great Britain but they are not very long. The
chief rivers are the Severn and the Thames.
The Thames flows through London and
makes it a large seaport. Scotland’s longest
river is the Clyde and Ireland’s — the
Shannon. The largest lake is Lough Neagh
(sometimes Loch Neagh) in Northern
Ireland. Owing to the various bays and inlets
no point of the British isles is more than 75
miles from tidal water.

NOTES
1. isle — used especially in names to mean
“island”

2. the Continent — the main part of the
continent of Europe, excluding Britain
and Ireland.

vary (v.) to differ
from each other in
size, shape, etc.

contrast (n.) a clear
difference between
two or more things
when they are
compared

chief (adj.) most
important; main

seaport (n.) a town
with a harbour used
by large ships

separate (v.) to
divide into different
parts or groups

tidal (adj.)
connected with the
regular rise and fall
of the sea

DO YOU KNOW THAT...?

e Britain was originally part of the European mainland. But
the melting of the glaciers in the last Ice Age caused the
sea level to rise. The country was separated from the
continent by the North Sea at its widest, and by the
English Channel at its narrowest, points.

8

e The Highlands of Scotland are among the oldest
mountains in the world. They reach their highest point in
Ben Nevis.

e The English, Welsh, and Scottish define themselves
more in terms of their individual nationalities, rather than
as British.

POST-READING ACTIVITIES
Assignment 1. Choose the correct answer.

1. Why is Britain called Great?
a) because the country has a passport.
b) because the country is famous and important.
c) because the country is larger.

2. is not a part of Great Britain, although most people call
the inhabitants British.

a) The British Isles

b) Northern Ireland

¢) The Independent Republic of Ireland

3. Great Britain 18

a) an archipelago.

b) anislet.

c) an island state.
4. The British Isles are situated on the coast of the
European continent.

a) north-east

b) north-west

¢) south-west

5. What parts is Great Britain made up of?
a) England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Island and Eire
b) England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Island
c) England, Scotland and Wales




6. Which islands are included as part of the United Kingdom?
a) the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man
b) the Isle of Wight, the Orkneys, the Isle of Man and Shetlands
c) the Isle of Wight, the Orkneys, Hebrides and Shetlands

7. How many parts is Great Britain geographically subdivided into?
a) Lowland and Britain
b) Highland and Britain
¢) Lowland and Highland

8. Highland Britain consists of Scotland, most of Wales,
and the Lake District.

a) Southern England

b) the Pennies

¢) Midlands

9. Choose the right answer. ] )
a) Scotland’s longest river is the Cheviot and Ireland’s is the

Shannon. .
b) Scotland’s longest river is the Clyde and Ireland’s is the

Shannon. . .
¢) Scotland’s longest river is the Lough Neigh and Ireland’s is the

Shannon.
Assignment 2. Answer the following wh-questions.

What does Great Britain stand for? . ) o
What is the difference between the expressions “Great Britain”
and “the United Kingdom”? . . ,

3. What are Britain’s closest continental neighbours?

4. What separates Great Britain from France? .

5. What is the narrowest part of the Channel called?

6
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N —

What waters is Great Britain wash'ed by? . .
. Where are the Pennines and the Highlands situated?
Which is the highest mountain in Scotland?

8. otle
9. What are the chief rivers in Great Britain? ‘
10. What is the geographical subdivision of the island of Great

Britain?
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Assignment 3. Fill in prepositions.

1. The British Isles is a traditional term used to identify the group

of islands........ the northwest coast of Europe.

2. The Ireland is made up........ the Republic of Ireland and
Northern Ireland.

3. Great Britain consists........ England, Scotland and Wales and

doesn't include Northern Ireland.
4. Britain is comparatively small, but there is hardly a country

........ the world ........ such a variety ........ scenery.

5. Great Britain is situated ........ the British Isles beautifully
modelled........ nature.

6. There are wild desolate mountains ........ the northern
Highlands ........ Scotland - the home of the deer and the
eagles.

7. The North Sea and the English Channel separate the British
Isles......... the European continent.

8. Once the British Isles were part ........ the mainland ........
Europe.

9. The coasts of the British Isles are washed ........ the Atlantic
Ocedn and the North and Irish Seas.

10. The island ........ Great Britain is subdivided ........ two main
regions — Lowland Britain and Highland Britain. There is a
dramatic contrast ........ them.

1. ........ England and Wales all the high land is ........ the west
and northwest.

12. ........ the north you find the Cheviots, separating England
........ Scotland, the Pennines going down England like a
backbone and the Cumbrian Mountains ....... the Lake
District, one of the loveliest parts ........ England.

13. The position ........ the mountains naturally determined the
direction and length ........ the rivers, and the longest rivers,

- except the Severn and Clyde, flow ....... the North Sea.

14. Even the Severn flows eastward or south-east ....... the greater
part of it.

15. The rivers in Britain are of no great value as waterways - the
longest, the Thames runs ........ London.

11



Assignment 4. Consult a dictionary, define each of the following
words and state the difference between them: inhabitant, dweller,
resident, pioneer, native, settler, colonist, immigrant. Translate into
your native language.

Assignment 5. Read the text below and think of the word, which best
fits each space. Use only one word in each space.

THE ISLE OF WIGHT
One of the United Kingdom's best treasures is the Isle of Wight,
on its south coast. The Isle of Wight is a small island just ............ the

south coast of England near the towns of Portsmouth and
Southampton. This small island is like Britain but has a lot of
Victorian history behind it.

Queen Victoria loved the island ............ much that she had
Osborne House built, which has not changed at ........... since the days
when she used to visit her huge family. Osborne House was ............ of
Queen Victoria's favourite summer houses and ............ a result, many
other Victorian aristocrats and celebrities went to the Isle of Wight as
a very fashionable place to go for a summer holiday.

............ tourist  attractions  include  Butterfly = World,
where,............ the name suggests, visitors can see a large
Tange............ butterflies, and two zoos. In summer the weather is
usually warm and sunny............ for holidaymakers to enjoy the
miles of clean beaches.

Alternatively, for those............. want to be............ of doors but
don’t like sunbathing, the Isle of Wight is an e;xcellent
place............ cyclists. There are numerous little paths, which lead
............ picturesque villages all.............the island. Ne\fvport, the
island’s capital, is also ......... a visit. It is a busy little town
with............. of small specialist shops.

............. the beginning of August, there is the most famous
yachting week ............. the world, which takes ............. at Cowes.
During that week Cowes is full ............. carnival atmosphere and
every bar and restaurant is packed.
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Assignment 6. Translate the following geographical names into your
native language.

1. the British Isles Q) e,
2. Great Britain b)
3. England €) i,
4. Wales d)
5. Scotland [
6. Northern Ireland D
7. the North Sea B) i
8. the English Channel h) ........................
9. the Orkneys D)
10. Hebrides 1D
11. the ChannelIslands k) ..cocvvvvievivinnnnn...
12. the Isle of Man D
13. the Cheviot Hills 111 [
14. the Severn 1) J
15. the Thames 0) v

Assignment 7. Some of the below-mentioned prepositional phrases
are used in the text. Find them and translate into your native
language.

in the north (north-west) #o the north of
in the south (south-east) 7o the south of
in the east (north-east) o the east of
in the west (south-west)  fo the east of

Assignment 8. Paraphrase or translate.
...lies off the north-west coast of mainland of

Europe.
...comprising England, Scotland, and Wales

1. Translate

2. Paraphrase

3. Translate Its closest continental neighbours are France
and Belgium.

4. Translate The Greenwich meridian (the prime meridian)
runs through South-East London.

5. Paraphrase ~ For centuries people from overseas have

13




settled in Britain. Assignment 11. Match the words to make pairs of synonyms. There

6. Translate Great Britain is washed by the Atlan_tic is one extra word you will not use.
Ocean, the North Sea, and the English |
Channel. beautiful divide, detach

7. Translate There are mountain chains in the north of surface adjacent, nearby
England (the Pennines), in Scotland (the inhabitant differ, change
Highlands) and in Wales... separate difference,

8. Paraphrase  Rainfall is fairly well distributed throughout dissimilarity
the year. ] ) comprise - locate, place

9. Translate Britain is one of the largest trading nations in bordering attractive, handsome
the worlfl. . chief include, contain

10.  Translate Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II is Head of vary exterior, top
State and reigns but does not rule. situate dweller, native

. ] contrast main, principal
Assignment 9. Study the following phrases and pick out the ones you expressive

may need to describe your country.
. . SUFFIXES ‘“-able’ (‘-ible’), ‘-ful’ ‘.less’
To be situated on; to be beautifully modelled; to lie off: to be _ - e’ (“ible’), “ful’ and “less
made up; to the east; to the west; to be surrounded by; to be separated ' Suffixes or word endin : s .

i . . o 2 3 gs are useful in determining meaning because
from; to be part of; to ’be subdivided into; to consist of; most ‘?f; to they provide with two types of information: the part of speech and
extend southward frgm, to run from east to west; to be found in; to some of the meaning of the word
flow into the sea; owing to; to be more than 10 miles from tidal water. .

RMA -able (- | capable of being
WORD FO TION ible) -able is productive suffix in modern English and is
Assignment 10. Write any appropriate forms in the blank spaces, used to form adjectives from words of various origins.
Consult a dictionary if necessary. . agreeable, enjoyable, fashionable, foreseeable,
Noun Verb Adjective knowledgeable, manageable, reasonable, remarkable,
: : itable, unbelievable, unforgettable.
beauty beautify beautiful sul ’ ’
separation Note the difference between edible and eatable. Edible
surround ‘ means suitable to be eaten, not poisonous. Eatable
: depend means good enough to be eaten.
meaning
situate It is a matter of choice whether the final e is omitted in
contrast a number of words, especially words to which —able is
vary being added.
comprise e.g. ‘blamable’ or ‘blameable’, ‘likable’ or
expression ‘likeable’, ‘movable’ or ‘moveable’, ‘namable’
14 15
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‘sizable’
‘unshakable’ or

or ‘nameable’, ‘salable’ or ‘saleable’,
or ‘sizeable’, and
‘unshakeable’.

with or characterized by

useful, careful, hopeful, thoughtful, helpful, harmful,
beautiful, graceful, respectful, handful, mouthful,
dreadful, faithful.

-less

without or lacking

useless, careless, hopeless, thoughtless, helpless,

harmless, homeless, endless, voiceless, nameless.

Assignment 12. Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the word
provided. Consult a dictionary if necessary.

use

1

| Assignment 13. Form the correct adjective or adverb by using -ful/-
less from the word given to complete the sentence. Consult a

Planes are the fastest way to transport food. They are
especially in carrying food to people that could not
be reached otherwise. Unless there are roads to travel on,
trucks are ©f Bt weusosssseses . Trucks are unless
they have roads to travel on.

He loaded the ship with ............. . He was very
when he loaded the ship. He was not ............. :

The man gave us a lot of ............. in loading the truck. The
man was very in loading the truck. No one could
stop the rain that spoiled the crop. We felt very ............. .

dictionary if necessary.

1.

What a lovely present! That was very ...........-...
(THINK)

)

/6 5=>°

7

7 o g B £ 4

2. He drives really
accident. (CARE)

3. He'stoldme ..c.oovnvnnnn on
football. (COUNT)

N [ - T, it R . England

football again. (HOPE)

My best friend is a rich,

(V)]

—one day he's going to have an

times about how good he is at
will never win the World Cup

lawyer. (POWER)

6. You must remember to recharge your phone. Without its

batteries, it's ............... . (USE)

7. Cigarettes are ............... to your health. (HARM)

8. A newborn baby is completely ............... - (HELP)

9. “Don't worry - this injection will be completely ............... ”
(PAIN)

10.

I bought some shares in the company five years ago, but

unfortunately now they are ............... . (WORTH)

Assignment 14. Complete the adjectives in each set by using the
correct letter. Consult a dictionary if necessary.

cur...ble
defens...ble
hospit...ble
plaus...ble
perish...ble
understand...ble

attain...ble
compat...ble

leg...ble
eat...ble
reli...ble

surmount...ble

access...ble
admiss...ble

bear...ble
envi...ble
print...ble

revers...ble



| voyage — a long journey, especially by sea or in space
Assignment 15. Match each adjective on the left with a noun on the |

. . e.g. It was a long way from London to New York by sea, but the
right. Use each word only once and write your answers in the boxes. voyage was quite relaxing.

1. faultless a) cruelty 1. cruise — a journey on a ship for pleasure, often visiting different
2. fearless b) driver 2. places
3. harmless ¢) food 3. e.g. I would love to go on a round-the-world cruise.
4. hopeless d) fun 4.
5. priceless €) night 5. travel — general act of travelling
6. reckless f) painting 6. e.g. Foreign travel never really appealed to him until he retired.
7. restless g) performance 7.
8. senseless h) rubbish 8. excursion — a short journey for pleasure
9. tasteless i) situation 9. e.g. My grandmother often talks about going on excursions to the sea
10. worthless j) warrior 10. when she was a girl.
11. cheerful ~ k) advice 11. Slight — a journey made by air, especially in a plane
12. delightful 1) answer 12. e.g. They met on a flight from London to Paris.
13. frightful =~ m) character 13.
14, harmful ~ n) illness 14. expedition — an organized journey with a particular purpose
15. hopeful ~ ©0) mess 15. e.g. Our friends took part in a small expedition to photograph wild
16. painful p) news 16. animals in Africa.
17. restful q) night 17.
18. spiteful ) r?marks 18. Assignment 16. Choose the correct answer.
19. truthful s) side-effects 19.
20. useful t) weather 20. 1. The Smiths decided to go to Scotland for a short .......... They
have already booked return bus tickets.
a) travel
VOCABULARY FOCUS b) trip
c) voyage
TRIP vs. JOURNEY d) move
trip — i mewhere f hort visit 2.An archaeological .......... was organized to investigate the
P — an occasion when you go Sor ere lor a shori v1 remains of the ancient settlement which had recently been
e.8. The whole family went on a trip to New York. found near the capital.
tour — 3 journey made for pleasure during which several different {a)g gfl’)ari
towns, countries are visited ¢) expedition
€.8. When in London, we went on a walking tour. d) tour
. . 3.My .......... to work takes about fifty minutes by car.
Journey — an occasion when you travel over a long distance a) trip
¢.8- They went on a long train journey across India. b) excursion
18

19
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c) move
d) tour

. If you are planning a holiday in Amsterdam, you'd better go by

plane; otherwise it is a three-day .......... by bus from Bulgaria to
Holland.

a) journey

b) go

c) pass

d) expedition

. Roger entered the Guinness Book of World Records, having

spent more than three months all alone in an open boat during
his .......... across the Pacific.

a) journey

b) tour

c) voyage

d) traffic

. Julia chose to spend her holiday in Africa. Her package tour

included hiking in the jungle, sailing down the Nile, and going
on a sightseeing .......... to observe lions, elephants and the
wildlife.

a) safari

b) traffic

C) voyage

d) track

. My dad is away in Belgium on a business ........ at the

moment.

a) trip

b) safari

c) expedition
d) tour

. My idea of a perfect honeymoon is to go on a world ... and

Visit many interesting places.
a) trip

b) safari

¢) expedition

d) tour

. This holiday company atranges lots of .......... for groups of

people to go into the mountains and picnic by the river.

a) tours
b) paths

20

c) excursions
d) traffics

10. We usually do go by train, even though the car .......... is a lot
quicker.
a) travel
b) trip
c) journey
d) voyage

Assignment 17. Put each of the following words in its correct place
in the passage below. Some words can be used more than once.

tour trip
journey voyage
travel excursion
cruise Slight
1. For general advice about .......... , £0 to a travel agent.
2. One day I would like to do the ........... by train and ship across

Russia to Japan.

3. We’re going on a .......... of Europe, visiting 11 countries in five

weeks.

4. We went on a three-week .......... round the Mediterranean. The
ship called at Venice, Athens, Istanbul and Alexandria.

5. He once went to Australia by ship. The .......... took 3 weeks.

6. I'm going on a business .......... to Paris next weekend.

7. Air France .......... 507 from Paris to New York will be taking off
in ten minutes.

8. The .......... from Heathrow Airport to the centre of London takes

about 45 minutes by underground.

9. On our first day in New York we went on a three-hour .......... of
the city by bus, which showed us the main sights.
10. During our stay in Paris we went on a day .......... to Disneyland.
Assignment 18. Find the extra word in each line.
THE CANCELLED TRIP
| Oh, let me tell you about the trip. Did you know that
Sara is afraid of be
2. e flying? We had arranged it with her family to got
France for a few days,
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3. e I have always wanted to see Paris and would love 0
live in there one day.

4, Well, we got to the airport and Sara appeared being
nervous. I asked her if

5. e she was okay and she said she was fine, so W¢
continued on to our way.

6. e We went through passport control and I could see s©

that Sara wasn’t

7o s keen on going any further. Just then, a voic®
announced: “We regret it to

8 s inform passengers that Flight 114 to France is beel
cancelled”. That was

1 our flight! Sarah said she was glad because of sh€
was too frightened to

10. ... fly away! So, we all went to home. That was the end

of that trip.

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Assignment 19. Read the following text and choose the best qnswer
which means the same as the word from the passage.

THE MOST FASHIONABLE RESORT IN ENGLAND

Originally a small fishing village Brighton becange famous in
1750 when a resident named Dr Richard Russell published a book
praising the magical efforts of sea air and salty water. Some years
after this, the Prince Regent (later George 1V) and his friends were
drawn to the spot, attracted by its reputation for being healthy, The
aristocracy quickly established the town as a fashionable geaside
resort and a centre of culture.

Many examples of Regency architecture can be found along the
sea-front and in the older parts of the town. The Royal Paviljon was
the creation and seaside home of the Prince Regent. This exotic palace
Wwas started in 1787 and rebuilt from 1815 in the style of the palaces
and mosques in India. On his accession George IV spent huge sums

on its Chinese interior, and you can still see some of the original
furniture,
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Reminders of the years before Regency society made Brighton
popular can still be found. Explore the fascinating little streets known
as ‘The Lanes’, and you will step back into the old fishing village of
Brighthelmstone. The houses in these narrow twisting lanes were the

seventeenth century fishermen’s cottages. Today they are shops
selling antigues.

1) aristocracy
a) highest class in society
b) local residents
¢) holiday-makers
d) local council
2) exotic
a) expensive
b) unattractive
¢) big and exciting
d) foreign and unusual
3) original
a) earliest
b) ordinary
C) eastern
d) ornamental
4) fascinating
a) unusual
b) interesting
¢) fashionable
d) twisting
5) antiques
a) cheap objects
b) old and valuable objects
) up-to-date objects
d) inexpensive objects

Assignment 20. Read the Jollowing text and a) translate the words

that follow it into your native language, b) express the following in
one word,

HOW TO AVOID TRAVELLING?
‘ Travel is the name of a modern disease which started in the mid-
fifties and is still spreading. The patient grows restless in the early
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ther
: one travel agent to anoth
starts rushing abott ﬁ-onllaces he doesn’t intend to visit.

d of shops and spend much
in August, the patient will

spring and .
collecting useless information about p
Then he, or usually she, W;'Ifl cjjo Ia;.ro?lr;
re than he or she can atiord. rina { /
rb;‘ooard a plane, train, coach or car and go to forelin Iﬁﬁiéﬁ?ﬁ ileln(t)};
thousands of his fellow-countrymen, not because 3 S intersstec In ¢
attracted by some place, nor because he can afforh o f Dt si rﬁez
because he cannot afford not to. The result.ls t :;l o su
months (and in the last few years also during the winter season)
i the move. _ . '
everymitlsiso rtlhe: aim of all this travelling? Each nationality has its
own different one. The Americans want 0 take photographs of
themselves in different places. The idea is simply to collect
documentary proof that they have been there. A Ger;na.n travels to
check up on his guidebooks. Why do the English travel? First, because
their neighbour does. Secondly, they were taught that travel broader}s
the mind. But lastly — and perhaps mainly — they travel to av0§d
foreigners. I know many English people who travel in groups, stay in
hotels where even the staff is English, eat roast beef and Yorkshire
pudding on Sunday and steak-and-kidney pies on.weekdays’ all over
Europe. The main aim of the Englishman abroad is to meet people, I
mean, of course, nice English people from next door or .fr()n:l the next
street. It is possible, however, that the mania for travelling is coming

i i d me:
to an end. A Roman friend of mine tol
“I no longer travel at all. I stay here because [ want to meet my

friends from all over the world.” “What exactly do you mean?” ]
asked. “It is simple,” he explained. “Whenqer I go to Londop my
friend Smith is in Tokyo and Brown is 1n Slc_zlly. If I go to Paris my
friends are either in London or in Spain. But if I stay in Rome all my
friends, | am sure, will turn up at one time Or another. The world
means people for me. I stay here beca}lse I want to se? the world.
Besides, staying at home broadens the mind.” (After G. Mikes)

a) a modern disease, in the mid-fifties, the disease is spreading,
early spring, rush about, a travel agent, collect information,
intent to visit, do a round of shops, spend more than one can
afford, finally, board a plane, the aim of travelling, along with
thousands of people, be interested in something, attract, be on
the move, take photographs, collect documentary proof, check
up on something, broaden the mind, lastly, travel in groups,
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weekdays, all over the world, the main aim, people next door,
however, come to an end, a friend of mine, at one time or
another, besides.

b) do something with unusual speed, bring together, keep or get
away from, have enough time or money for something, take an
interest in something, get on a ship, get on a plane, become
larger in size, become larger in number, become broader, a
group of assistants to a manager or chief, without doubt, in the
end, in a foreign country.

Assignment 21. Agree or disagree with the following.

1. Travel is the name of an old disease, which started in the late
thirties and is now coming to an end.
2. In the early spring people start rushing about from one friend
~ to another collecting money for their trip.
3. People usually spend less money on holiday than they can
afford.
4. The best reason for choosing a place to go for your holiday is
a. the weather
b. the entertainment available in the evenings
c. the local people
d. the scenery
e. the local food and drink
5. One of the most important reasons for travelling is
a. meeting and understanding new people
a. relaxing in a pleasant climate
b. bringing money to poorer countries
c. seeing beautiful scenery and places of interest.
6. Germans never consult their guidebooks.
7. Englishmen like to eat foreign food wherever they go.
8. Travelling makes a person narrow-minded.

Assignment 22. First, do some research and then choose the correct
answer.

1. What is the capital of the Republic of Ireland?
a) Cardiff
b) Dublin
c¢) London
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d) Belfast

2. Where in Britain can you find Loch Ness?
a) England
b) Wales
c) Scotland
d) Northern Ireland

3. What is the capital of Scotland?
a) Glasgow
b) Aberdeen
c¢) Edinburgh
d) Inverness

4. What is the highest mountain in Britain?
a) Snowdon
b) Ben Nevis
¢) Ben Macdhui
d) Scafell Pike

5. In which part of Britain can you find the Snowdonia National Park?
a) England
b) Wales
c) Scotland
d) Northern Ireland

6. Which island lies between England and Ireland?
a) The Isle of Man
b) The Isle of Skye
¢) Shetland Islands
d) Jersey

7. Which part of Britain is not on the flag of the UK?
a) England
b) Wales
c) Scotland
d) Northern Ireland

8. What is the flag of the UK called?
a) Tricolour
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b) Union Jack
c) Stars and Stripes
d) United Kingdom

9. In which part of the UK is Dartmoor?
a) England
b) Wales
c) Scotland
d) Northern Ireland

10. In which part of the UK is the Lake District?
a) England
b) Wales
c) Scotland
d) Northern Ireland

Assignment 23. Describe England, Scotland, Northern Ireland and
Wales using the suggested words and expressions.

England: mountain range, the Pennines, climate, mild, the Gulf
Stream, capital, the Thames, the South-West region;

Scotland: to lie, island, the Highlands, Ben Nevis, capital, Edinburgh;
Northern Ireland: to comprise six countries, capital, Belfast, to be
washed by, to border on;

Wales: to be different from, to be washed by, mountain chains,
capital, Cardiff.

IDIOM ORGANIZER

Assignment 24. Act the following dialogue in class.

DIALOGUE

A: Let’s go to the movies. There’s a good picture at the Roxy.

B: I'd like to, but I cannot. I have to study. I wasted the whole
afternoon. I forgot I had to brush up on my French. Then, all of a
sudden, I remembered.

A: Oh, come on! We’ll be home early.

B: No, I’d better not. I have an exam tomorrow. I was about to study
when you came in. You knowhow it is. If you do not study, you don’t
pass. That goes without saying.
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A: Exam? Tomorrow? Oh-oh!

B: What’s the matter?

A: 1 just remembered. I have an exam, too!
B: We can go to the movies on Saturday.

DEFINITIONS

brush up on something review something to make it fresh again in
one’s mind

e.g. I’m going to give a speech tomorrow, so I have to brush up on my
notes.

all of a sudden something happening quickly; without advance
warning

e.g. It started out to be a beautiful day. Then, all of a sudden, it
became cloudy and began to rain.

had better should do something; ought to do something
€.g. I’d better go now or I'll be late for class.

about to on the point of doing something
€.8. Tom was about to leave when the telephone rang.

goes without saying something is so obvious that it doesn’t have to be
mentioned

€.g. Mary is an excellent student. It goes without saying that her
parents are very proud of her.

What’s the matter? What is wrong?
€.g. What’s the matter with Alice? She looks Angry.

Assignment 25, Repeat the following sentences, using the
substitutions listed.

1.1 have to brush up on my English.
my French.
mathematics.
history.
grammar rules.

2.All of a sudden 1 remembered.
she left the room.
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it began to rain.
Frank became angry.
Harry began to laugh.
3.0’d better not go to the movies tonight.
tell Jane what happened.
lose those papers.
fail the examination.
sell my car.
4.1 was about to study when you came in.
go when the phone rang.
write her a letter when she arrived.
tell them a story when they walked away.

play the piano when the doorbell rang.
5.1t goes without saying that we must study hard.

haste makes waste.
a penny saved is a penny earned.
many hands make light work.
good health is essential.
6. What’s the matter? You look angry.
Your arm is bleeding.
Mary is shouting.
The baby is crying.
You are trembling.

Assignment 26. Paraphrase the following sentences substituting an
idiom for the underlined part.

1. Bill looked very sad, but then, without advance warning, he
began to sing.

2. Mary was on the point of leaving when Mrs. Allen invited
her to stay for lunch.
3. Professor Smith had not given a talk on Shakespeare for a
+ long time, so he had fo review some of the plays.
4. “What’s wrong, Fred?” asked Jean. “You look like you do
not feel well”.

5. Anne just told me she cannot go with us. Obviously, we’re
disappointed.

6. You should take your raincoat, because it’s supposed to rain
today.
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UNIT 11
DISCOVERING LONDON

PRE-READING ACTIVITIES
THINKING ABOUT THE TOPIC

1. Discuss whether you would rather live in

a. the downtown of a city

b. the suburbs of a city

c. asmall town

d. avillage
2.Discuss whether the neighbourhood where you live in has the

following problems. |

Traffic jams |
Homelessness
Beggars I
Unsafe areas
Pollution

f. A high crime rate
3. Discuss which of these noises irritates you most

o oo oP

a. traffic '.‘1

b. plane

c. factories

d. dogs

e. amplified music from radios and so on
4.In developing a town centre, which of the following aims would

you consider most important?

1. attractive new buildings

2. more open space

3. more facilities for entertainment leisure

4. traftic-free shopping streets

5. more convenient bus services
5.Describe the distribution of population in your own country-
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Read the following text carefully, paying particular attention

the words in bold.

to

A CITY OF CONTRASTS

London is the capital city of the
United Kingdom and Europe’s largest city
with an area of 620 square miles. Its
history spans nearly 2,000 years,
beginning with the arrival of the Romans
soon after their invasion of Britain in 43
AD. From the earliest times the Romans,
the Anglo-Saxons and the Normans
settled there in turn. With the passing
years London continued to grow in
importance and prosperity. Historical and
geographical circumstances have turned
London into one of the world’s most
important commercial, financial and
cultural centres.

London is located in southeast
England on both sides of the Thames. It
offers many exciting attractions,
fascinating museums, great galleries, pubs
and restaurants, cinemas, opera and ballet.
London is a bustling, growing and
diverse metropolis with a population of
7.5 million people.

London survived the Plague in
1665, which killed nearly 70.000 people
and the Great Fire, which followed in
1666. Little damage occurred during
World War I, but World War 1II brought
tremendous destruction to the city: a
great number of buildings of historic

KNOW THE
MEANING
capital (n.) the
principal city of a

country, usually where
the central government
operates from

invasion (n.) the act of
entering another
country by force in
order to take control of
it

prosperity (n.) the
state of being
successful, especially
financially

commercial (adj.)
connected with the
buying and selling

goods and services

bustling (adj.) full of
people moving about in
a busy way

diverse (adj.) very
different from each
other

value were laid in ruins. Yet London | metropolis (n.) a large

boasts many ancient buildings like the | important city

Houses of Parliament, Westminster | population (n.) the
31



Abbey, the Tower or St. Paul’s Cathedral,
which remain the major tourist attractions
of the city.

London managed in a unique way to
reflect the past and, at the same time, to
live a life of a modern city. There is
always something new to be discovered,
some curious piece of life in the city
where the old and the new exist side by
side. )

London does not have just one
centre, it has a number of centres, each
with a distinct character. The Greater
London administrative area comprises
the City of London and thirty-two
boroughs including the City of
Westminster. The City of London, also
known as the “square mile,” is the
historical centre of London. It is built on
the site of a Roman outpost named
Londinium. For a thousand years the City
has been an important force in England’s
history. Today this area is one of the
world's leading financial centres and you
can find the banks of many nations, the
Bank of England and the Stock Exchange
there. The wealth and the power of the
City come from banking, insurance and
selling of stocks. The office people do not
live in the City, they come there every day
in trains, on buses, on bicycles and in cars
and taxis.

There are two main districts of
London — the West End and the East End.
These are not merely geographical names.
The West End is the symbol of wealth and
luxury and consists of the fashionable
houses of the rich, art galleries, famous
museums, theatres, palaces and parks. The

total number of people
living in a particular
area

occur (v.) to happen
destruction (n.) the act
of destroying

something

curious (adj.) strange
and unusual

administrative (adj.)

connected with
organizing the work of
a business or an
institution

borough (n.) a town or
part of a city that has
its own local
government

outpost (n.) a small
town or group of
buildings in a lonely
part of a country

financial (adj.)
connected with money
and finance

fashionable (adj.)
used or visited by
people following a
current fashion,
especially by rich
people

improve (v.) to
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East End is an industrial district of
London full of factories and docks. The
region is densely populated by working
class families though it can no longer be
called a district of the poor as housing
conditions have improved. Old residents
of the East End are proud to be called
“cockneys” which means true Londoners,
hereditary inhabitants of the area.

NOTES

1. AD (Anno Domini) — used to show
a particular date since the year of
Christ’s birth. In American English
CE (Common Era) is used.

2. BC (before Christ) — used to show a
particular date before the year of
Christ’s birth. In American English
BCE (Before Common Era) is used.

3. the Plague (the Great Plague)
struck England in 1665 and killed
some 100,000 people.

4. the Great Fire (the Great Fire of
London) broke out on September
2,1666 and destroyed more than
13,000 houses, 87 churches and the
main buildings in the City.

become better than
before
hereditary (adj.)

given to a child by its
parents before it is
born

which used to be a tailor’s street.

an Englishman.

DO YOU KNOW THAT...?

e The City is the commercial centre of London governed by
the Lord Mayor and Corporation of London. It is also
known as the Square Mile of Money.

e The Bank of England is also known as The Old Lady of
Threadneedle Street as it stands in Threadneedle Street,

¢ The Bank of England was founded in 1694 by a
Scotsman; the Bank of Scotland was founded in 1695 by

o The Tower of London (the Tower) is an historic
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monument in central London, on the north bank of the
Thames. It has been used as a fortress, a prison, a mint, a
Z00, a museum, and a royal residence.

a) a Roman outpost
b) the City of London
¢) Londinium

POST-READING ACTIVITIES 8. Where are the banks situated in London?
Assignment 1. Choose the correct answer. i)) :E IS)L(I)Eglrlzshs
1. Which nations were the earliest invaders of Britain? c) in the City

a) the Germans
b) the Anglo-Saxons
¢) the Romans

. What conditions made Britain prosperous and important?

a) commercial
b) financial and cultural
c) historical and geographical

. London is characterized as

a) an exciting attraction.
b) a fascinating city.
c) agrowing and diverse metropolis.

. What terrible disasters did London suffer?

c¢) boroughs

. What is the primary name of London?
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9. The West End is the symbol of wealth and luxury because there
are a lot of

a) working people.
b) healthy and wealthy people.
c) fashionable houses of the rich, famous museums and palaces.

10. The East End is the district of working class as here you can meet

a) old residents “cockneys”.
b) poor houses of bad conditions.
c) alot of factories and docks.

Assignment 2. Answer the following wh-questions.

a) earthquake 1. Who were the first settlers of Britain?
b) starvation § ghhat icsl .?:;ocgtio? 1;)f L(})lndon?()
. . en did the Great Fire happen?
) tremendous destruction and human losses 4. Why were a great number opfphistoric buildings laid in ruins?
: . 9 5. What are the major tourist attractions of the City?
’ Z;’h?}tl: tg?:;lof,{lisr: re the reflection of the past 6. Whicb are the administrative areas of the Greater London?
b) the main tourist attractions of the city 7. What is the name of a Roman outpost that precedec} Londqn?
¢) the House of Parliament. the Tower and other 8. Why is the City of London one of the world’s leading
’ financial centres?
. The historical centre of London is known as 9. Which district. is a) the symbol of wealth and luxury and b)
a) the City of London the symbol of industry? , o
b) “the square mile” 10. What are the reasons of London’s growing importance and

prosperity?
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Assignment 3. Fill in prepositions.

1. With a population of........ eight million, London is Europe's
largest city.

2. The Romans settled........ London because they noticed a
river, and thought that it could be very useful ......... many
things such as water, transport and trade.

3. The River Thames is the second longest river ........ the United
Kingdom and the longest river........ England flowing
........ the North Sea.

4. London has turned........ one........ the World's most

fashionable entertainment and shopping areas.
5. There is always something new to be discovered, some curious

piece ........ life........the city where the old and the new exist
side........ side.

6. In the September of 1666 the great fire....... London
started........ Farriner’s home which, like most ........ London at
that time, was made........ of wood.

7o e, World War II, many buildings ........ great historic value
were laid........ ruins.

8. Many ancient buildings ........ London are managed... . a
highly unique way that they are very easy to be discovered.

9. Londinium is built ........ the site ........ a Roman military for¢.

10. London survived the Plague ........ 1665, which killed nearjy
70.000 people.

11. Tourists come........ the heart of
London........ trains,........ buses, ........ bicycles, ........ cars
and ........ taxis.

12......... the west........ Trafalgar Square is the West End, the
main shopping and entertainment district ........ London,

13. West London is famous........ major theatres and I€Creation
placesall........ the world. )

14. The East End has a lot........ places........ interest, including
many ........ London's markets, docks, pubs and factories.

Assignment 4. If a line is correct, put a tick (V). If there is an extrq
word in a line, write the word,

UNSEEN LONDON '
| P Of course, London is famous for that its attractions
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like Big Ben and the

2. e Tower of London. Millions of tourists look at these
buildings every year

30 e —~ but not far distance from these places, there are
other interesting sights.

4. Next time you set off to visit London, why not plan
to go to some of the

b T places close in to the centre of the city that tourists
rarely go to? Get into of

6. e a taxi and ask the driver to take you to Billingsgate
fish market, for

7o e example. When you arrive there at the market,
you’ll be amazed at the

8 sights and sounds of real London. You can ask to
fish sellers about their

9. e work — and you don’t have to wait on for hours to
get a ticket.

From Destination Bl

Assignment 5. a) Read the text below and think of the word, which
best fits each space. Use only one word in each space. b) Retell the
fext.

tower comprise museum inhabitant
fortress born key wing

TOWER OF LONDON

Whoever comes to London is eager to see the ........ of London,
the scene of nearly 900 years of England’s history. The Tower has in
the past been a ........ , a palace, a prison and a mint. William the
Conqueror began building the Tower for the purpose of protecting the
city; other monarchs made additions in later centuries.

The Tower ........ several towers, and the Jewel House where
the Crown Jewels are on public display. The White Tower, a massive
building inside the walls, was the place where Kings of England held
their Court. There is the Bloody Tower too, believed to be the scene of
the murder of Edward V and his brother, the Duke of York. Some
terrible deeds took place in the grim old Tower. Though kings were
........ , lived and were married in the Tower, it happened so that they
were murdered there, too. Queen Anne Boleyn, the Princess
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(afterwards Queen) Elizabeth, Sir Thomas More anq many other
people of high rank passed under the arch of the Traitors’ Gate on

their way to prison or the scaffold. .
Now the Tower is a attracting tourists from all over the

world. The Ceremony of the Keys, which is centuries old taking place
every night an 10 p.m., adds to its attraction. It was said that whoever
held the keys to the Tower, held the keys to the kingdom. Five
minutes before the hour the Chief Warder and an escort of four
approach the gates. The sentry calls out:

“Halt, who comes there?”

“The keys.”

“Whose keys?”

“Queen Elizabeth’s keys.” -
“Advance Queen Elizabeth’s keys. All is well.”

All towers are locked and the are finally carried by the
Chief Warder to the Queen House where they are secured for the
night.

: Now the only ........ of the Tower are ravens. There is a legend
that the Tower will fall if it loses its ravens. Therefore, the birds with

clipped ........ are carefully guarded.

-------

........

Assignment 6. Translate the following geographical names into you,
native language.

........................

London
England

the Thames
the Saxons
the Normans
the Plague
the Great Fire
the Tower
St. Paul’s
Cathedral
Westminster
Abbey

The Greater
London

the City of

........................
........................
........................
........................
........................
........................
........................

------------------------

........................

........................

........................
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Assignment 7. Study the following meanings of the prepositions of
place. Some of the below-mentioned prepositional phrases are used

London
the West End
the East End

......................

......................

in the text. Find them and translate into your native language.

Prepo Usage Example
sitions
In o towns and cities There’s a famous
e countries and castle in Edinburgh.
continents My brother is in
e areas and regions Mexico.
e inside an object What’s life like in the
e inside a room desert?
e inside a building Your passport is in the
drawer.
I’ve left the tickets in
the living room!
Sharon has been in the
travel agency for an
hour!
On e islands Last year, we stayed
e pages on Mykonos.
e on top of an object There are some useful
¢ on a surface British phrases on
page 67.
Did you put your car
keys on the kitchen
table?
There’s a timetable on
the wall.
At » exact places What’s it like at the
e addresses North Pole?
e buildings, where our My cousin lives at 132
performed activities London Road.
happen [ think John is at the
o activities cinema, watching
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Titanic.
e Gloria isn’t here. She’s

at a party.

Assignment 8. Paraphrase or translate.

1. Translate

2. Paraphrase

3. Translate

4. Translate

5. Paraphrase

6. Translate

7. Translate

8. Paraphrase

9. Translate

10. Translate

London is a bustling, growing and diverse
metropolis with a population of 7.5 million
people.

The Greater London administrative area
comprises the City of London and thirty-two
boroughs including the City of Westminster.
Little damage occurred during World War 1,
but World War II brought tremendous
destruction to the city: a great number of
buildings of historic value were laid in ruins.
London boasts many ancient buildings, which
remain the major tourist attractions of the
city.

London has turned into one of the World's
most fashionable entertainment and shopping
areas.

There is always something new to be
discovered, some curious piece of life in the
city where the old and the new exist side by
side.

London’s history spans nearly 2,000 years,
beginning with the arrival of the Romang
soon after their invasion of Britain in 43 AD.
Historical and geographical circumstances
have turned London info one of the world’g
most important commercial, financial and
cultural centres.

Londinium is built on the site of a Roman
military fort.

The region is densely populated by working
class families though it can no longer be
called a district of the poor as housing
conditions have improved.
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Assignment 9. Study the following phrases and pick out the ones you
may need to describe your hometown.

A) A city with an area of, square miles, to begin with, from the
earliest times, to settle in turn, to grow in importance and prosperity,
to depend on, to turn into, commercial and cultural centre, to be
located, a metropolis with a population of, tremendous destruction, a
great number of, to be laid in ruins, major tourist attractions, at the
same time, to live a life of, administrative area, known as, to be built
on, for a thousand years, to be an important force in, to consist of, to
be full of. :

b) Modern, historic, picturesque, Town Hall, spacious, elegant,
magnificent, suburbs, clean, noisy, pollution, quaint, traffic, lively,
bustling, crowded, packed, shabby, shopping centres.

WORD FORMATION

Assignment 10. Write any appropriate forms in the blank spaces.
Consult a dictionary if necessary

Noun Verb Adjective
invasion invade invading
prosper
bustle
diverse
populous
commercialise
destruction
occurrence
valuable
improve

Assignment 11. Match the words to make pairs of synonyms. There
is one extra word you will not use.

arrival stylish, modish

invade successful, wealthy

fashionable business, trading
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diverse precious, expensive

prosperous development, progress
populous happen, take place
commercial attack, occupy

occur overpopulated, frequented
valuable different, various
improvement coming, entrance

outpost

SUFFIXES ‘-al’ and ‘-ous’

-al connected with, relating to
commercial, financial, cultural, industrial, natural.
-ic, -ical | There is no general rule to state which form is correct

in a particular case. However, new adjectives which
come into the language (e.g. electronic) generally end in
—ic (except for those ending in —logical)

1. Adjectives ending in —ical.

logical biological lexical geographical
tactical
critical topical musical grammatical
medical

2. Adjectives ending in —ic.
academic emphatic artistic linguistic

public  systematic
domestic athletic = catholic  phonetic
syntactic pathetic

3. In some cases, both forms exist without any
significant difference of meaning or use.
strategic(al)  algebraic(al) egoistic(al)
geometric(al) fanatic(al) arithmetic(al)

DIFFERENCES IN MEANING

e C(lassic vs. Classical
Classic describes something that is accepted as being of
very high quality and one of the best of its kind, or

refers to a famous style.
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e.g. Areni is a classic Armenian wine.

e.g. She buys classic cars and restores them.
a classic case

a classic example

a classic mistake

a classic movie

a classic novel

a classic work

Classical describes a form of traditional Western music
and other things that are traditional in style, or refers to
the European works of art of the so-called ‘classical
period’ in the 18™ century.
e.g. She’s specializing in classical languages.
e.g. She’s studying classical languages and literature at
Cambridge.
classical architecture
classical ballet
a classical composer
classical music
classical mythology
classical period
e Economic vs. Economical
Economic refers to the science of economics or to the
economy of a country, state, etc.
economic development
economic growth
economic history
economic policy
economic problems
economic reform
economic theory

Economical means ‘not wasting money’ or ‘spending
money or using something in a careful way that avoids
waste’

an economical little car

an economical housekeeper

an economical use of land
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e Historic vs. Historical
Historic means ‘significant in history’ and is usually
used to describe important places, customs, etc. and for
moments which ‘make history’
e.g. We spent our holiday visiting historic houses and
castles in France.
a historic building
a historic day
a historic monument
a historic occasion
a historic visit
a historic victory

Historical means ‘belonging to history’ and usually
describes something connected with the past or with the
study of history, or something that really happened in
the past

historical documents
a historical event

a historical figure

a historical novel
historical records
historical research

Note:

There are a few words which are used with either
historic or historical without any significant change in
meaning.

historic monument and historical monument

-ous

having the nature or quality of

curious, dangerous, poisonous, industrious, luxurious,

tremendous.
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Assignment 12. Form adjectives with a) —al and b) —ous. Study the
meanings of the following adjective-forming suffixes and translate
the words given below into your native language. Consult a
dictionary if necessary.

a) accident, nation, addition, person, position, profession, colony,
education, commerce, parent, race, clerk, concept, fact, habit;

b) courage, danger, industry, space, luxury, glory, outrage, mystery,
religion, caprice, grace, humour, joy, poison, scandal.

Assignment 13. Study the meaning of the following adjective-
forming suffixes and translate the words given below. Consult a
dictionary if necessary.

Colonial, spacious, luxurious, positional, parental, clerical,

outrageous, mysterious, habitual, substantial, horrendous, courageous.

Assignment 14. Fill in the blanks with historic or historical.

1.
2.
3

*®

9.

10.

Thereisa.......... explanation for this.

All .......... monuments are now preserved by the state.

At the age of 43 Walter Scott began working on his first ..........
novel.

This is one of the .......... oaks in which King Charles is supposed
to have hidden.

The meeting between the two leaders was a .......... occasion.
How can your opinion be of any value if you know nothing
about the .......... background to the problem?

.......... evidence does not bear out the theory that the ancient
Britons were a primitive people.

The Battle of Trafalgar was a .......... victory for the British navy.
This is the place where Martin Luther King made his ..........
speech.

He spoke about the ......... development of the trade union
movement.

Assignment 15. Match each adjective on the left with a noun on the
right. Use each word only once and write your answers in the boxes.

1. courageous
2. dangerous

a) achievement 1.
b) behaviour 2.
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3. horrendous c¢) ceremony 3.
4. infectious d) deeds 4.
5. industrious e) disaster 5.
6. luxurious f) disease 6.
7. nutritious g) drugs 7.
8. outrageous h) food 8.
9. religious i) student 9.
10. tremendous j) surroundings 10.
11. artificial k) confusion 11.
12, final 1) revolution 12.
13. substantial m) reduction 13.
14. verbal n) anthem 14.
15. official 0) respiration 15.
16. optical p) rights 16.
17. total q) permission 17.
18. national r) destination 18.
19. parental s) communication | 19.
20. industrial ~ t) illusion 20.
VOCABULARY FOCUS
CITY vs. TOWN

capital (also the capital city) — the most important toWn or city of 4
country, usually where the central government operates from
e.g. Yerevan is the capital of Armenia.

fown — any centre of population with many houses, shops etc. Town is
larger than a village but smaller than a city.

e.g. She was born in a small town in the north of England.

Note: Without an article it often denotes the most important town in
the speaker’s neighbourhood or the centre of the one in which he
lives.

e.g. I am going to town today to do some shopping.

city — a large and important town, which may indicate a special
administrative or historical status
e.g. Paris is one the world’s most beautiful cities.
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Note: The official name of a city begins with the City of..., for
example, the City of York. However, the City of is included only in
very formal style (official notices, laws, regulations, etc.).

In the U.S.A., however, City sometimes follows the name of the
place, for example, New York City, Kansas City, and is included in all
cases when it is necessary to distinguish the city from the state of the
same name, in which it is situated (for example, New York City — New
York State, Kansas City — Kansas State) .

metropolis — a chief city or the capital city of a country or region
e.g. The forbidden city, once home to China’s imperial rulers, now is
the centre of a fast growing metropolis.

village — a very small town situated in a county area

e.g. We visited towns and villages all over Armenia.

hamlet — a small settlement, generally smaller than a village
e.g. Hamlets are scattered along the mountainside.

Assignment 16. Fill in the blanks with town, city, capital city or
village.

A small group of dwellings in a rural area is called .......

Territory with big number of inhabitants is called .......

London, the ....... of Great Britain lies on the river Thames.

Where ....... do you come from?

If there is a group of houses with one church, thenit’sa.......

Yerevan has about one million inhabitants and is called .......

Yerevan is the capital ..... of Armenia and is known for its

pink buildings.

8. Ido not mind living near the capital, but I'd hate to live far
froma.......

9. Apart from a few houses, we have a shop, a pub and a church
inour .......

10. People residing in .... mostly work in agricultural area.

11. Most banks have their head office in the ....... of London.

12. People sometimes confuse whether Glasgow or Edinburgh is
the ... of Scotland.

13........ are generally larger and more densely populated than
....... and have industrial, commercial and residential areas.

14. They drove through one ....... after another.
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15. When she retired, she moved back to her home.......
16. Tourists went on a tour of the old ....... .
17. She enjoyed the peace and quiet of the country after the noise

and bustle of the .......

18. Do they live in New York....... ?

19. People from all the ....... and villages in the area took part in
the competition.

20. Vienna is the capital ....... of Austria.

Assignment 17. Translate the underlined words into your native
language.

It’s about ten minutes from the town centre.

Would you rather live in a town or in the country?

The fashionable downtown store is two miles away from my

place.

I wish there was a bit more nightlife in the place.

We live in a fairly quiet street near a park.

We used to live on a very busy main road.

Everything’s a bit more expensive here and property prices are

extremely high. A lot of people have no choice but to live out

in the suburbs and commute in to work.

8. My grandparents moved to a house on the outskirts of London.

9. The walls in the town centre are covered in graffiti.

10. It’s a quiet residential area.

11. She lives in a nice part of town.

12. There’s a real mix of people in Brighton. It gives a very
cosmopolitan feel to it.

13.1t’s so easy to get around. Public transport is excellent and
cheap.

14. Everything the family wants is only five minutes away. It’s so
convenient.

15. Trying to get a seat on the train during the rush hour is a

nightmare! It’s so crowded.

W=
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Assignment 18. Match the words on the left with those on the right.
Then, use the expressions in the following sentences.

1. city a) precinct
2. tower b) bins
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3. pedestrian c) lights
4. litter d) street
5. bus/cycle e) block
6. traffic f) centre
7. main g) lanes

1. I wish people would not drop rubbish in the street. There are
plenty of ... around town.

2. It's much safer for cyclists to get about these days with ...
everywhere.

3. They are building a huge ... in the centre of town. It’s going to
house around a hundred families.

4. You cannot drive up that street any more. They have made it
intoa....

5. Go straight down this road and turn left at the first set of ....

6. The traffic system in the .... is impossible. It’s all one-way
streets.

7. The .... is where yow’ll find all the large department stores and
banks.

Assignment 19. Read the text carefully and translate it into your
native language.

THE GREAT FIRE OF LONDON

The London of the middle of the 17" century was a city of
narrow, dirty streets. Indeed, the streets were so narrow that it was
often possible for a person at a window on one side of the street to
shake hands with a neighbour on the other side. There was little light
and air. Rubbish lay piled up in dark corners. It is no wonder that
epidemics were common.

The greatest epidemic of the plague broke out in 1665. It was a
sad time for London. The streets were empty, shops were closed and
there were few boats on the Thames. Every house in which there were
sick people was shut up, and no one was allowed to go in or out, and
the door of the house was marked with a red cross.

The following year the Great Fire took place. It broke out late on
a Saturday night in a street not far from London Bridge. The summer
had been dry, a hot east wind blew and the fire spread quickly. The
Thames was covered with boats full of people. On the other side one
could see carts carrying out the saved goods out into the fields and
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people putting up tents. At night the fire could be seen ten miles away.
The fire burned for five days and destroyed the greater part of the city.
But it did the city good, as it cleared away the wooden houses and
dirty, narrow streets.

A monument near London Bridge still marks the spot where the
fire broke out. Sir Christopher Wren, the famous architect of that day,
took part in rebuilding the city. The greater part of it had been of
woods, but after the fire wider streets and brick houses were built. The
old church of St. Paul was among the buildings destroyed by the fire.
In its place Wren built the present St. Paul’s Cathedral. He lies buried
under the roof of his own great work. These words are written on his
grave: “Reader, if you want to see his monument, look around.”

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Assignment 20. Read the following short texts about London
attractions. If you were in London, which attraction would you
choose to spend your leisure time at? Give reasons for your choice.

LONDON ATTRACTIONS

The London Eye X .
The London Eye is a Ferris-wheel of sorts with 32 high-tech,

glassed-in carriages, each accommodating up t© 25 Passengers,
rotating upward and around with continuous Piped'm_ commentary.
Each air-conditioned carriage rotates on a device designed to keep
everyone upright as the wheel slowly revolves. On a clear day, the
panorama,can stretch as far as Heathrow Airport and Windsor Cast]e.

London Dungeon
These dark and nasty catacombs house a grand and spooky tour
of medieval torture, from heads on spikes to criminal boiling in pots
of oil. You can follow in the footstep of the famous Jack the Ripper
and then run the Gauntlet of Fire.

. Hyde Park
Hyde Park used to be a royal hunting ground, was once a venue
for duels, executions and horse racing, and even became a giant potato
field during WWILI. This large royal park is best known for its famous
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Speakers' Corner, where people speak their minds; Rotton Row, a
famous horse-riding area; and Serpentine Lake, home to waterfowl
and oarsmen. The park has sculptures by Jacob Epstein and Henry
Moore.

London Zoo
More than 12,000 animals from Asian lions to sloth bears are on
display at this zoo in the heart of majestic Regent’s Park, boasting
gardens, fine art and notable architecture. At the “Animals in Action”
section, animals show off their skills by flying, leaping and climbing.

Piccadilly Circus
Piccadilly Circus, located in the heart of London's West End, is
another popular tourist attraction. Known around the world for its
illuminated neon signs, Piccadilly Circus is essentially a busy with
Regent Street, Piccadilly, Shaftesbury Avenue and Haymarket. The
centre of the roundabout features the famous Statue of Eros — the
Greek God of Love — which rises high above a fountain.

Covent Garden
Once a vegetable field attached to Westminster Abbey, Covent
Garden became the low-life haunt of Pepys, Fielding and Boswell,
then a major fruit and veg market, and is now a triumph of
conservation and commerce. The piazza is surrounded by designer gift
and clothes shops, hip bars and restaurants. Stalls sell overpriced
antiques and bric-a-brac.

Assignment 21. Match the names of sightseeing in Column A with
those in Column B.

Column A Column B
Piccadilly Square
Westminster Tower
Buckingham Road
Trafalgar Garden
Covent Street
Tower Circus
St Paul's Bridge
Portobello Palace
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Clock
Downing

Abbey
Cathedral

Assignment 22. First, do some research and then choose the correct

answer.

1. What's London's most famous department store?
a) Piccadilly
b) Harrods
¢) The Barbican Centre

2. What street has a long tradition as the home of printing?
a) Sloane Street
b) Oxford Street
c) Fleet Street

3. What are the famous guards of The Tower of London called?
a) Beefeaters

b) The Guards
¢) Knights

4. What commemorates Napoleon's defeat at sea in 18057
a) Oliver's Column
b) Duke of York's Column
¢) Nelson's Column

5. What line runs through Greenwich?
a) Nine Elms Lane
b) The Prime Meridian
¢) Long Lane

6. Where's the home of the Prime Minister and the Chancellor of the
Exchequer?

a) Downing Street 10 and 11
b) Regent Street10 and 11
c) Browning Street 10 and 11

7. What made Carnaby Street famous?
a) food
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b) flowers
c) fashion

8. What did Madame Tussaud start in 1835?
a) a famous bakery
b) famous waxworks museum.
c) afamous needle-point.

9. Who wrote famous books in 48 Doughty Street?
a) R.L. Stine
b) Charles Dickens
c) Agatha Christie

10. St. Paul's Cathedral is the ... dome in the world.
a) biggest
b) second biggest
c) third biggest

Assignment 23. Read thoroughly the text and perform the role play.

SILFORD TOWN CENTRE

The town of Silford has had severe traffic problems for many
years not only because it is an important industrial town but also
because several important roads pass through it. The town centre is
made up of historic buildings of great beauty and architectural
importance; the area immediately surrounding the centre contains
parks, meadows, or other open spaces; the outer suburbs consists
either of terrace houses or of factories.

Three plans have been suggested to solve this problem:

1. The Northern By-pass: This would involve building a by-
pass to takc heavy traffic through the outer suburbs; it would
mean knocking down 347 houses and closing 3 factories.

2. The Inner By-pass. This would run across the river
meadows, North Park, and Victoria Park; it would mean
knocking down 27 houses and losing most of the open spaces
in the town.

3. The Central Relief Plan. This would improve the existing
roads through the centre by widening, by one-way systems, by
traffic lights, and so on.

From Cook. English Topics.
53



The Government has sent a committee of inquiry to decide

between these plans: one group of students plays the committee.

The remaining students have to give evidence to the committee.
One group represents a residents association from the outer suburbs
that dislikes Plan I because it will destroy houses and employment.
Another group is a “group of conservationists” who dislikes Plan II
because it will destroy the green open spaces. A third group consists
of shopkeepers and residents of the town centre who are against Plan
III because it will destroy the character of the town. The three groups
decide among themselves what arguments to use and then present
their evidence. Any other inhabitants who wish to give evidence can,

of course, do so. Finally, the committee has to give a decision.

IDIOM ORGANIZER
Assignment 24. Act the following dialogue in class.

DIALOGUE

A: Every now and then I get hungry for French food.

B: There’s a good French restaurant near here. Let’s g0 sometime.
A: Why not tonight?

B: No, not tonight. You have to make res.ervation in advance. It’g a
very popular place. Besides, it’s expensive, and I don’t have any -

money.

A: I’m broke, too. Let’s save our money and go next week.
B: Okay. But how?

A: We could do without lunch this week.

B: Do you mean every day? I don’t feel up to that.

A: Well, then every other day.

DEFINITIONS .
every now and then occasionally

e.g. Every now and then I like to take a walk in the country.,

in advance before; ahead of time

e.g. If you want to see that play, you should buy your tickets in

advance.
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be broke be without money
e.g. I'd like to got to the concert with you, but I’m broke.

do without live without something
e.g. If there’s no butter for our bread, we’ll do without it.

feel up to feel able (health or ability) to do something
e.g. I ought to go to Jane’s party, but I just don’t feel up to it
now.

every other alternate
e.g. This class meets every other day, not every day.

Assignment 25. Repeat the following sentences, using the

substitutions listed.

1. Every now and then 1 get hungry for French food.
Mary gives a party.
we speak Chinese to each other.
the weather gets quite cold.
the Smiths give a big dinner.
2. You can make reservations in advance.
We bought our tickets
They gave us the information
2 The teacher told us our grades
I ought to send a telegram
3. 1am broke this week.
John’s
We’re
He’s
Ellen’s
4. We could do without lunch this week.
breakfast today.
cream in our coffee.
dessert every day.
jelly on our toast.
5. Idon’tfeel up to eating any desert.
going to the concert.
participating in the play.
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giving a speech today. | UNIT 11
arguing with my wife.
6. Let’s do without lunch every other day.
walk to work
go to the library
play golf PRE-READING ACTIVITIES

study together

ENGLISH WEATHER

THINKING ABOUT THE TOPIC

1. Do some research and find as much information as you can
about the weather in England. Find any similarities between
the weather in Britain and the weather in your country.

2. Where do you get your weather forecast and information?

Why is it important to know weather conditions in advance?

If you were planning a holiday in England next year, how

useful would a weather forecast for this month be?

4. Imagine you have a British pen-friend who has never visited
your country. Write a short letter to your pen-friend, which
would describe the weather in your country and help your

| pen-friend to understand weather.

§ 5. Describe .what the weather features are for each season in

| your country. In your opinion, which season is the hottest

one and which is the coldest one?

W

y
h Read the following text carefully paying particular attention to
the words in bold.

ON ENGLISH CLIMATE KNOW THE
MEANING

The weather is a vital part of our | climate (n.) the regular
daily lives and it changes all the time. | pattern of  weather
There are many jokes about the English | conditions, such as
climate. One of them is that there is no j temperature, humidity,
i climate in England, only weather! This{|etc. at a particular
| statement, often made by Englishmen to | place over a period of
describe the peculiar meteorological | years
conditions of their country, is both
revealing and true. It is revealing because | weather  (n.)  the
in it the Englishman insists once again | condition - of  the
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that what happens in England is not the
same as what happens elsewhere. And it is
true that there is no time of the year when
the English can really count on its being
fine or rainy, warm or cold. The climate
of England is milder than that of other
countries. English people are apt to
complain of it being damp and rainy, and
foreigners laugh at it and say that the
English summer is made up of three fine
days and a thunderstorm.

In no country other than England,
one can experience four seasons in the
course of a single day! It is hard to say
that England has typical weather because
of the sudden changes that occur —
showers from what was only a few hours
before a clear blue sky; sunshine that
makes you want to leave off most of your
clothes followed by winds that set you
wishing for two overcoats. Day may break
as a balmy spring morning; an hour or so
later black clouds may have appeared
from nowhere and the rain may be
pouring down. At midday conditions may
be really wintry with the temperature
down by about eight degrees or more
Centigrade. And then, in the late
afternoon the sky will clear, the sun will
begin to shine, and for an hour or two
before darkness falls, it will be summer.

The winter fogs of London are,
indeed, awful; they surpass all
imagination. In a fog the air is hardly fit
for breathing; it is grey, yellow, deep
orange, and even black because of the
smoke of many thousands of chimneys. In
a dense fog all traffic is stopped, no
vehicle can move from fear of dreadful

atmosphere at a
particular place and
time with respect to
wind, temperature,
moisture, etc.

revealing (adj.) giving
interesting information
that a person did not
know before

insist (v.) to demand
that something happens
or that somebody
agrees to do something

apt (adj.) likely or
having a natural
tendency to do
something

thunderstorm (n.) a
storm with thunder and
lightning and usually
very heavy rain

scason (n.) any of the
four periods of the
year: spring, summer,
autumn/fall, and winter

shower (n.) a brief fall
of rain or of hail or
show

balmy (adj.) (of the
air, weather, etc.) warm
and pleasant

accidents.

The three things that chiefly
determine the climate of England are: 1)
the position of the island in the
temperature belt; 2) the fact that the
prevailing winds blow from the west and
south-west; 3) the warm current — the
Gulf Stream that flows from the Gulf of
Mexico along the western shores of
England. All this combined makes the
climate more moderate — that is, the
winters warmer and the summer cooler.
The winters are never cold enough to
freeze the rivers and the summers are
seldom hot.

This uncertainty about the weather
has had a definite effect upon the
Englishman’s character; it tends to make
him cautious, for example. The foreigner
may laugh when he sees the Englishman
setting forth on a brilliantly sunny
morning wearing a raincoat and carrying
an umbrella, but he may well regret his
laughter later in the day! The English
weather has also helped to make the
Englishman adaptable. It has been said
that one of the reasons why the English
colonized so much of the world was that,
whatever the weather conditions they met
abroad, they had already experienced
something like them at home!

And, of course, the weather’s
variety provides a constant topic for
conversation. Even the most taciturn of
Englishmen is always prepared to discuss
the weather. And, though he sometimes
complains bitterly of it, he would not,
even if he could, exchange it for the more
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predictable climate of other lands.

wintry (adj.) typical of
winter; cold

temperature (n.) the
amount of heat or cold
in a place

surpass (v.) to do or be
better than somebody

fog (n.) a thick cloud
of very small drops of
water in the air close to
the land or sea that is
very difficult to see
through

current (n.) the
movement of air in a
particular direction

moderate (adj.) that is
neither very good, hot,
nor very bad, cold, etc.

adaptable (adj.) able
to change or be
changed in order to
deal successfully with
new situations

taciturn (adj.) tending
not to say very much,
in a way that seems
unfriendly
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DO YOU KNOW THAT...?
The Gulf Stream is one of the strongest ocean currents in
the world, driven by surface wind patterns and differences
in water density.

People round the world have different ideas about
temperature:

o 5°C (five degrees centigrade) is freezing for many
Brazilians.

o 30-35°C is boiling for England and very unusual,
but it is very common in parts of Spain during the
summer

Dog-days are the hottest days of the summer. They cover
a period of forty days, from July 3™ to August 11" when
Sirius, or the dog-star, rises and sets with the sun. The

ancient superstition was that this star exercised a direct
influence on dogs.

POST-READING ACTIVITIES

Assignment 1. Choose the correct answer.

1. What jokes are there about the English climate?

2. Fow can you explain that the English climate is considered as
revealing the peculiay

a) It !1as severe climatic changes.
b) Itis pe.culiar and has only weather.
c) There is no climate in England, only weather.

meteorological conditions of the country?
b) Itis miappens In England differs from that elsewhere.

lder than th i
. at of other countries.
c) Itis revealing and trye

a) Whath

3. Why do the Englis

4.
cou

Why do people s

. Y that you can experience four seasons in the
rse of a single day?

. h . Y
a) Itis wet with lotl;?fprl:igomplaln of their climate?
b) Itis milder ¢ :

an elsewhere
c) Summers are short .

a) because the ONe can ¢ome across sudden weather changes.
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b) There is a lot of sunshine in a day.
c) There are lots of rainy spring mornings.

What seasonal changes can one experience during a day?

a) A calm spring morning can turn into a chilly afternoon that is
followed by a summer evening.

b) Black clouds cover the sky during the day.

¢) At midday the temperature may be down by eight degrees
Centigrade.

Winter fogs are awful because ...

a) they surpass all imagination.

b) they are dense.

c) thick fog hardens breathing and traffic.

What does more moderate climate mean?
a) It combines the Gulf Stream and moderate climate.
b) The island is well-positioned in the temperature belt.

c) The summer is cooler with less heat and winters are never cold
enough to freeze the rivers.

Why does the English weather make Englishmen cautious?
a) It is definite.

b) Itis very much changeable.
¢) They carry umbrellas.

9. One of the reasons, which has helped the Englishmen to colonize so
much of the world was...

a) the English character.
b) English weather.
c) English humour.

Why is the English weather so dear to the English people?
a) It is a safe topic of conversation.
b) The English people complain of it.
c) Itis predictable.

Assignment 2. Answer the following wh-questions.

1. What jokes do you know about the English climate?
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nd, only

N

Why is it said that there it no climate in Engla
weather?

What kind of climate is there in Engl_a“d limate?
What do foreigners laugh at concerning thetcin Lonciono

What type kind of winter fogs can on¢ mee,1 o :

What chiefly determines the climate Offné anes

Where does the Gulf Stream flow from: or
Why are the English people careful about what they say
do? . ?

9. What influence does the weather have ol E"glls,h pﬁgfg:zt.er?
10. How is the weather connected with Englishmen's ¢

?

N A

Assignment 3, Fill in prepositions if necessary-

d the
L. T should remember the rose-garden ...---= summer, an

birds that sang dawn.
........ ' ) on
2. The weather was wet and cold for quite 2 week, as it often €
be in the west country early spring. .
........ : S
3. T am transported from this indifferent island to the realitie
........ English spring. )
4. There was a good deal of story-telling and comparing notes
........ past summer and all its doings.

3. The sun had brought the old men out ...---- wherever they
Spent ........ winter. .

6. ... summer of his sophomore year, when h,e got the J:nl;
after hours and ........ Saturdays at Caldewood’s Departm
Store he was quite happy. ]

7. The west country must be delightful.......- spring.

8. Tmtired ........ death of Europe and we can come back ....-e
early spring.

9 winter passed -....... spring and ...---- .gardens On_ﬂ:e
Riviera were ablaze with colour. ....... spring passed 1nto

1o summer.

0. He shivered. He always hated ........ winter. q
1. Even the mists ........ autumn and the smell ........ the floo

gde - these are the memories of Manderley that will not be
enied.

2. the evening the bars on the Croisette were thronged by a
restless, chattering crowd as many-coloured as the flowers of
........ spring.
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13. New York is beautiful at ground level, but on ... fine day

«....... early winter from the air, it is one of the loveliest sights
a man can hope to see.

14. That was........ terrible summer ........ the sound of milk-cans
rattling in the street, rubber shod feet padding on pavements.
15. ... ... winter settled down over the mountains and the long trip

from the city to her ceased to be an adventure for Bart, and
became a hardship.

Assignment 4. Match each word on the left with a word on the right
{o make common phrases or words.

Set 1  Pattern: heavy rain, heavy snow, eic.

Adjectives: heavy Dbitter Nouns: rain
biting chilly wind
strong cloudy fog
fresh brisk snow
thick  drizzling sky
Thin  hot air
cold piercing

bright southerly
clear  swirling
chilly’ misty
clean drenching

Set 2 Pattern: thunderstorm, eitc.

thunder stones
torrential drift
down storm
heat warning
hail rain
snow wave
gale pour

Assignment 5. Complete the missing letters in the words that deal
with weather and temperatures.

Example The adjective from ‘wind’ is windy

1. The opposite of ‘boiling’ isf__ _z_ _ g.
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2. A period of violent weather with rain, thunder, and lightning

iscalledas___m.

3. Rainand snow fall fromc __ _ds_ _

4. The noun from ‘sun’ iss_ _s_ _ _e€.

5. Information about the weather over the next few days is
called a weather f ___c_ _t.

6. A brief period of rain and snow is calledas _o _ _r.

7. The adjective from ‘fog’ isf_ _ _ -

8. A word meaning cold but not very coldisc _ _ _ly.

9. The adjective from ‘sun’ iss _ _ _ Y-

10. A light fog is called am _ _t.

Assignment 6. Translate the following into your native language.

1. It’s beginning to drizzle. There’s a fine drizzling rain. The
1ain is still falling. It’s coming down hard (in torrents, in
buckets). It’s lovely weather for ducks.

2. It seems a dull (wet, damp, gloomy) day. What a rainy
(cloudy, foggy, windy, stormy) day. It’s hazy (misty).

3. T expect we’ll have rain (a shower, a thunderstorm). It will

turn out a wet day. It won’t keep fine. We are in for bad

(cold, rainy, freezing) weather.

It’s a dul] morning (day), isn’t it? Rather nasty out! Beastly

Weather! What wretched (frightful, terrible, awful) weather!

Th.e rain is still falling. It’s pouring (lightning, thundering,

hailing), It’s peen raining off and on for a week now.

>

o

the thunder? What a tremendous clap of thunder!
€ sky is overcast. The clouds are hanging low in the sky.

Don’t get caught in the rain (in a shower). You’ll get wet
ﬂ,\rough and through.

M drenched (soaked, wet to the skin). My clothes are
Soaking wet,
10. It has stopped (ceased, left off) raining (snowing). But the

Weather is 5o uncertain (unsettled, changeable).

e
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€Ie goes a flash of lightning! Do you hear the crashing of

Assignment 7. Study the following meanings of the prepositions with
weather. Some of the below-mentioned prepositional phrases are
used in the text. Find them and translate into your native language.

PREPOSITION WITH WEATHER

humid, wet, dry, stormy weather.

Prepositions | Usage Example
during e events like a o We stayed inside during
storm, flood, the thunderstorm.
hurricane,
tornado or
earthquake
in, in the o types of weather: |  They go to the beach in
snow, in the good, bad, foul, hot weather.
rain: stormy, cloudy, e They stay inside in

hot, cold, sticky » He played in the snow.

On e types of days e Isitin my garden on

o e periods of the day nice days.

e We open all the
windows on sunny
evenings.

Assignment 8. Paraphrase or translate.

1. Translate The weather is a vital part of our daily lives and
it changes all the time.

2. Paraphrase It is revealing because in it the Englishman
insists once again that what happens in England
is not the same as what happens elsewhere.

3. Translate In a fog the air is hardly fit for breathing; it is
grey, yellow, deep orange, and even black
because of the smoke of many thousands of
chimneys.

4. Translate The foreigner may laugh when he sees the
Englishman setting forth on a brilliantly sunny
morning wearing a raincoat and carrying an
umbrella.

5. Paraphrase Day may break as a balmy spring morning; an
hour or so later black clouds may have appeared
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from nowhere and the rain may be pouring
down.

6. Translate At midday conditions may be really wintry with
the temperature down by about eight degrees or
more Centigrade.

7. Translate In no country other than England, one can
experience four seasons in the course of a single
day!

8. Paraphrase The climate of England is milder than that of
other countries. English people are apt to
complain of it being damp and rainy.

9. Translate Even the most taciturn of Englishmen is always
prepared to discuss the weather.

10. Translate There is no time of the year when the English
can really count on its being fine or rainy, warm
or cold.

Assignment 9, Study the following phrases and make up sentences
of your own,

) To be made by, to count on, to be apt to, to laugh at something,
In no country other than, in the course of, sudden changes occur, to
leaV§ off, a balmy spring morning, an hour or so later, to pour down,
at midday, to be really wintry, indeed, dreadful accidents, along the
shorfas of England, a definite effect upon, to make somebody
cautious, for example, to set forth, weather condition, of course, a
constant topic of conversation.

WORD FORMATION

zéssignment 10. Write any appropriate forms in the blank spaces.
onsult q dictionary if necessary

Noun Verb Adjective
revelation reveal revealing
insist
shower
balmy
moderate
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adapt

fog

blustering
windy

smog

Assignment 11. Match the words on the right with the opposite on
the left. There is one extra word you will not use.

foggy cold
hot calm
wet cloudy
freezing dry
stormy bad
good breezy
still freezing
sunny clear
thawing warm
chilly melting
smog

Assignment 12. Form a noun from the adjective given 0 complete
the sentence.

WRNALN BN~

There wasalotof............... outside his door. (ACTIVE)
After some time she recovered ................ (CONSCIOUS)
His............... will lead to misfortune one day! (CURIOUS)
I don’t expect such ............... from my staff. (FAMILIAR)
Is there any ............... to treat her so badly? (NECESSARY)
Her writing certainly shows ............... (ORIGINAL)
There’sa............... that he’ll come tomorrow. (POSSIBLE)
This car is famous forits ............... (RELIABLE)

This used to happen with alarming ............... (REGULAR)

. There was a look of ............... on her face. (SAD)

. He was unaware of the ............... of her illness. (SERIOUS)
. They were shocked by his lack of ............... (SENSITIVE)

. He was impressed by the ............... of her skin. (SMOOTH)
.Thavea............... for sticky buns. (WEAK)

MY is Italian sculpture. (SPECIAL)
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NEGATIVE PREFIXES ‘anti-’, ‘counter-’, ‘dis-’, ‘il-’, ‘im-’, ‘in-’,

ir-’, ‘mis-’, ‘non-’ and ‘un-’

anti- against

anti-microbial, antisocial, anti-war

counter- against

counteract, counter-offer, counter-revolutionary

dis- (mainly added to adjectives, verbs and nouns) not,
opposite
disloyal, disagree, disappear, discontinue, disorder

(mainly added to verbs) reversing action
disconnect, disinfect, displace

ill- badly

ill-advised, ill-expressed

in- not, opposite

inadequate, incapable, incompatible, independent,
incomplete, inefficient, insensitive

(im- before p) impossible, impractical
(il- before [) illegible, illegal, illiterate
(ir- before r) irregular, irrelevant

mis- wrong(ly)

misconduct, mislead, misunderstand, misuse

non- nhot

non-acceptance, non-existent, non-member, non-
smoker, non-returnable

un- not, opposite

uncertain, unexpected,
unlikely,

unoriginal, uncover,
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Assignment 13. Complete each sentence with the correct form of the
word in brackets. In some cases it is also needed to use one of the
Jollowing prefixes: dis—, im—, ir—, mis—, non— or un—.

1.

NownsLN

o ®

10.

11

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

20.

It’s ...l to expect to get something for nothing.
(REASON)

We must meet soon, ............... before Saturday. (PREFER)
The earthquake caused ........ s damage. (EXTEND)

The roads were ............... because of the snow. (PASS)

He died under ............... circumstances. (SUSPECT)

We can look forward to a period of ............... (PROSPER}
They were caught in an ............... shower of rain.
(EXPECT)

She spent hours getting the house ............... clean. (SPOT)
If I were you, I wouldn’t make a ............... just yet.
(DECIDE)

It’s ..ol of motorists to drink and drive. (RESPONSE)
.I' don’t mind ............... criticism but there’s no need to be
unpleasant. (CONSRUCT)

It was a ............... letter addressed to the boss and the
secretary shouldn’t have opened it. (CONFIDE)

The ............... of the flight was delayed so we had to spend
the night at the airport. (DEPART) )

It’s ool to study a language if you’re never going to
use it. (POINT)

I’m afraid I'm in the ............... position of being out of
work and heavily in debt. (ENVY)

Great works of art like the Mona Lisa are  ...............
(PRICE).

Why do we always end up by having an ............... ?
(ARGUE) .

I wish you'd be ............... instead of telling me lies.
(TRUE)

The weather in this country is sO ............... that you never

know what to expect. (PREDICT)
Although the stone in your ring looks like a diamond, I'm
afraid it’s ............... (WORTH) ,
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VOCABULARY FOCUS

1. WARM AND HOT WEATHER

¢ boiling — very hot, often used in negative contexts
e.g. Today is a boiling hot day.

* humid — (of the air or climate) warm and damp
e.g. The island is hot and humid in the summer.

e mild — warm at a time when it is normally cold; not very cold,
and therefore pleasant .
e.g. This year has the mildest winter since records began.

* scorching — very hot, often used in positive contexts
e.g. Tomorrow will be a scorching hot day.

2. WET AND COLD WEATHER

This wet weather scale gets stronger from left to right.

damp — drizzle — pour down / downpour — torrential rain
— flood

Autumn in London is usually chilly and damp with rain and
drizzle.

It was absolutely pouring down. or There was a real downpour.

In the Tropics there is usually torrential rain most days, and the
roads often get flooded.

This rain won’t last long; it’s only a shower. (short duration)

The storm damaged several houses. (high winds and rain together)
We got very wet in the thunderstorm. (thunder and heavy rain)
Hailstones were battering the roof of our car. (small balls of ice
falling from the sky) :

The sky’s bit overcast; I think it’s going to rain. (very cloudy)

We had a drought last summer. It didn’t rain for six weeks.

* chilly - too cold to be comfortable
e.g. In Scandinavia, the chilly days of autumn soon change to
the cold days of winter.
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e cloudburst — a sudden very heavy fall of rain
e.g. It wasn’t just rain; it was a real cloudburst.

e downpour - a heavy fall of water, especially rain

e.g. There was quite a downpour last night and we all got very
wet.

® rain — water falling in separate drops from the clouds
e.g. The crops need rain.

e rainfall or a fall of rain — the amount of rain that falls in a
particular place at or over a particular length of time
e.g. The annual rainfall is only four centimetres.

e shower — a fall of rain which does not last long
e.g. Scattered showers are expected this afternoon.

CLOUDS, MIST AND FOG

e cloud / cloudy — very small drops of water floating high in the
air
e.g. When there are black clouds you can tell it’s going to rain.
> a bank of clouds

e dew / dewy— the small drops of water which form on cold
surfaces during the night _
e.g. The ground shone with dew in the early sunlight.

e fog / foggy — very thick mist
e.g. There was fog last night off the west coast.
> abank of fog
> patches of fog
> asheet of fog

e haze / hazy — light mist, usually caused by heat or smoke
e.g. There is a haze of cigarette smoke.
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e mist / misty — light or thin fog, often on the sea or caused by
drizzle o
e.g. The mountaintop was covered in mist.

THUNDER AND LIGHTNING

¢ lightning — a powerful flash of light in the sky passing form one
cloud to another or to the earth, usually followed by thunder
e.g. A great flash of lightning lit the night sky.

* thunder - a loud noise that follows a flash of lightning
¢.g. He could hear thunder over the hills.

* thunderstorm — a storm of thunder and lightning
e.g. A flash of lightning frightened the gentlemen when they
went to the window to look out; the thunderstorm began.

SNOW AND ICE

These verbs can all be used with snow.
melt / fall / freeze / thaw / settle / drift
® sSmow — water in the air which has frozen and falls to the
ground in little soft white pieces

€.g. The hills were covered with snow.

a snowflake

a snow storm

a snowman

a snowball

O0O0O0

blizzard - a long severe snowstorm
€.8. The blizzard has not affected the Midlands.

ice — water which has frozen to a solid
€.g. The water turned to ice.

frost — frozen condition of the ground and of air
€.g. Frost has killed several of young plants.
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6. WIND

e breath — a very slight wind .
e.g. There’s hardly a breath of wind this morning.

e breeze - a light wind

e.g. There was a gentle breeze on the beach, just enough to

cool us.

e hurricane — a violent storm with very strong winds, especially
in the western Atlantic Ocean )
e.g. Hurricane Betty is now approaching the coast of Florida.

* wind - air that moves quickly as a result of natural forces
e.g. There’s a good wind today; fancy going sailing?

Assignment 14. Take this quiz to check your understanding of
English idioms on weather.

L. (it's) raining cats and dogs

It's raining cats and dogs, so
a) watch out for falling animals
b) make sure you take an umbrella
c) keep your pets inside

2. a fair-weather friend

You'll find out who your fair-weather friends are when you get
a) rich and famous
b) sick and depressed
¢) married and have kids

3. a ray of sunshine
The kids in the hospital had a ray of sunshine in their lives when
a) some famous footballers visited them

b) they were taken to sit outside in the sun
c) the nurses checked their blood pressure
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4. have your head in the clouds

William's head is in the clouds. He needs to
a) take better care of himself
b) be a bit more realistic

¢) stop thinking he's better than everyone else
3. make hay while the sun shines

{;d ietter make hay while the sun shines and do some work on my
00

2) while [ have a bit of free time
b) despite having so much else to do
©) even though I don't feel like writing

6. quick qs o Sash | quick as a wink | quick as lightning

His boss came into the office and quick as a wink Mark hit a key on

his keyboarq because he

8) wanted to show off his keyboard skills
Was running short of time
©) didn't want his boss to see what he was looking at

7. snowed under

I
Was 50 snowed under today that I had to

2) Wear extra warm clothes
S¢e a doctor

€) cance] 5 meeting

8. Undey g cloud

If Sc:)n:ol?e is under a cloud, they might

ake an umbrella in case it rains
try to prove they're innocent
©) stop and wait until it passes

9. undey the weather

Tom's been feeling under the weather for a couple of days, so he's

74

a) going to see a doctor
b) going to see a lawyer
¢) going to see a priest

10. weather a storm

If you weather a storm, you get through something that could have
a) helped you
b) excited you

c) harmed you

Assignment 15. Fill in the gaps with suitable words.

snowstorm forecaster fog rain )
weather reports snow English
Why are the ............. (1) so worried about their weather? The

answer is that they cannot accept the fact that, unl?ke the {est 'of
Europe, they have a terrible climate. It may be colder in Scandinavia,
but at least they have the excitement of snow. They hardly ever have
............. (2), just rain and ............. (3). But when they say to ea_ch
other, “Isn’t it dreadful ............. (4) today? It’s pouring with
............. (5),” they sound surprised, as though it is unexpected,
when in fact it has been raining every day, for two weeks.

Surprisingly, few people take much notice of tl'}e_ weather
............. (6) in the newspapers, on radio and television. And
anyway, the English never believe what they say will happen. Also
they like to be surprised. .

As soon as they wake up in the morning, they go tg the window
and open the curtains “to see the weather was doing” as if they expect
at least a hurricane, ora ............. (7). As for the weat}.ler-. T Rs
(8), his job is simple. Whenever there is a major sporting event _llk.e
Ascot, Wimbledon or an important cricket match, he knows that it i1s
sure to rain!
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Assignment 16. What kind of weather do you think caused the
following to happen? Match the sentences on the left with the
possible causes on the right.

1. | We had to sit in the [ a)| It was terribly muggy and
shade every afternoon. humid as we worked.

2. | The sweat was pouring | b)| There was a heat wave in
out of us. July, or It was scorching hot

last month.

3. |I can hardly breathe; I | c)| There was a very dense fog
wish it would rain to that morning.
cool us down.

4. | Cars were skidding out | d)| We had terrible floods that
of control. winter.

5. | Even the postman had | )| There was ice / snow on the
to use a boat to get roads this morning.
around.

6. | They had to close the | f) | There was a heavy blizzard
airport; the snow was a that night.
metre deep.

7. | We were able to sit in | g)| After the hurricane / gale, the
the garden in the middle damage was unbelievable.
of winter.

8. | The earth became rock- | h)| Suddenly there was a very
hard and a lot of plants strong gust of wind.
died.

9. |It blew the newspaper | i) | There was a very bad
clean out of my hands. drought that summer.

10. | A row of big trees had | j) | Do you remember how mild
been uprooted like it was that year?
matchsticks.

11. |1 could hardly see my | k)| It’s absolutely stifling today.
hand in front of my
face.

Assignment 17. Find the word with the strongest meaning in each of
these groups of words.

1. Breeze —squall — gust— storm — hurricane,
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cold — chilly — cool — frosty — freezing,
downpour — rain — shower — drizzle,

stuffy — warm — close — sultry — hot,
waterfall — flood — stream — whirlpool,
splendid — glorious — fine — pleasant — nice,
haze — dimness — fog — mist — smog.

NoWhbkwb

Assignment 18. Read the text carefully and translate it into your
native language.

THE CLIMATE OF THE BRITISH ISLES

The British Isles which are surrounded by the ocean have an
insular climate; thus the climate is moister and more equable than that
of Central Europe. The British Isles are situated in the temperate zone
between 58.5 and 50 degrees N. Latitude.

The climate is mild and strong frosts are rare. Due to the
moderating influences of the sea and the Gulf Stream, the January
temperature is higher and the July temperature lower than in any other
country of the same latitude. That is why the British ports are ice-free
and its rivers are not frozen throughout the year.

There is an abundance of rainfall in the west. As a result, there
are thick fogs which last for days and weeks at a time during the
autumn or winter. The lack of sunshine hinders the cultivation of
many species or plants, especially grain crops. However, grasses grow
all the year round, providing fodder for cattle and giving the English
countryside its characteristic verdant green.

Assignment 19. Choose the correct word from the list to fit into each
sentence. Change word forms if necessary.

1.  (slush, sleet)
a. The ............. under my feet was awful. I had an

impression that I was walking through a muddy sea.
b. The rain changed into .............. Wet snowflakes were
falling on the ground and melted there.
2.  (ice drift, snowdrift)
a. The path was hedged by two long .............. They were
like two mountain ranges.
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b. The .............. started at night. In the morning the
children ran to the river to look at the huge blocks of ice
drifting across the water.

3. (icing, icicle)

a. There was heavy .............. on the road and all cars
were moving very slowly.
b. After a thaw there appeared .............. on the edge of

the roof; they looked like sparkling needles.
4.  (frost, hoarfrost)

a. Three branches were covered with ............. and the
forest looked enchanting and somewhat mysterious.
b. The .............. was biting the nose and the cheeks. It

was impossible to stay long in the street.
5. (draught, drought)

a. Severe .............. killed the crops. Not a drop of rain
fell on the ground for a month.
b. When the door opened, the .............. blew off the

papers down on the floor.
6.  (to freeze, to be freezing)
a. In winter all rivers and lakes in these parts always

...............

..............

7. (blizzard, drizzle)

a. Boring ............... spoiled the day. It was too wet and
dull.
b. The .............. was blinding us. Snowflakes were

swirling in the air.
8. (light, lightning)

a. There is not enough ............... in the room. The table
should be moved closer to the window.
b The............. split the sky into two parts. A deafening

thunder crack followed.

78

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
Assignment 20. Read the following short texts and retell them.

a) It is Raining Cats and Dogs.

When it pours with rain we often say: “It’s raining cats and
dogs.” But we don’t know why, and what this saying’s original
meaning was. In distant times, people thought that witches could turn
themselves into cats and ride across the stormy skies on their
broomsticks, and cats were thought to be a big influence on the
weather. The dog was the servant of the North storm God, Odin, and
represented the wind. Cats and dogs from that time have meant the
wind and the rain.

b) London Fogs.

Because of its geographical position in a deep river valley
London is occasionally enveloped by unusually thick fog. The worst
of these fogs began on December 4th, 1952 and there was a similar
one in December 1962. All traffic was forced to a standstill as
visibility fell to nil. The streets near the centre of London were
Jammed with buses crawling along at two miles per hour.

At Convent Garden a performance of La Traviata had to be
abandoned after the first act because so much fog penetrated into the
building that the audience could no longer see the singers clearly. 'It
was a terrible fog and counted the death of some 4.000 people In
London.

As a matter of fact this “deadly” kind of fog is called by
Londoners “smog”. It is the kind of fog you get only in towns -
particularly in the industrial areas. It is a mixture of smoke and fog
together, and it is dangerous and deadly especially for people who are
suffering from any kind of respiratory troubles. And this now bCIOI.lgS
to the past. In 1959 the Clean Air Council began their work of freeing
London from the worst kinds of smoke. Now it is no longer allowed to
make a fire with ordinary coal, only smokeless fuel can be used.
Sunshine in winter has increased by 50 per cent. London has become a
fairly clean city, cleaner than most large capitals in the world.
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Assignment 21. Read the following text and choose the best answer
which means the same as the word from the passage.

Our climate is getting warmer. The earth’s surface temperature
has risen by about half a degree in recent years. But dissenting voices
still question this evidence which is drawn from ground-base
observations as well as measurements by ships at sea because they say
that the techniques used are unreliable and inconsistent. They point to
satellite data which suggest that the lower troposphere has not been
warming up. They argue that this inconsistency which is most
Pronounced in the tropics casts doubt on the other evidence.

Such arguments prompted America’s National Research Council
to establish a panel of experts to investigate the matter. The group
concluded that the dissenters have no case. The warming trend is
undoubtedly real, it concluded, and the disparity between surface and
UPPer-air trends in no way invalidates the conclusion that surface
temperature has been rising. The discrepancy was probably the result
of events that act to cool the troposphere: natural ones such as the
Stuption of Mount Pinatubo in 1991 or man-made ones such as the
release of aeroso] particles or depletion of ozone in the stratosphere by
chlorofluorocarbons, When such factors are accounted for the
measurements align more closely.

. here is another place to look for empirical evidence that the
earth is Warming up: the sea, which is the only place where energy
form what scientists call a “planetary radiation imbalance” can
% over the long term. Scientists who have checked it report
b smce.the mid 1950s the energy content of the sea has indeed risen

Y @ considerable amount.
relevalftls true that short spans of time such as a century are h.ardly
chan Compared with the span of human existence and that climate
ta%et‘ Per se is not new. Yet geological evidence obtained in
clear °hlca 1S now available. And temperature record makes alarmingly

OW extraord; six-degree increase in global
temperatuyre by 2%%mary could be @ ¢ ¢

1) Question
a) reply
b) doubt
C) answer
d) pose
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2) unreliable
a) unaware
b) untrustworthy
¢) unrefined *
d) unsophisticated
3) inconsistency
a) accuracy
b) destruction
¢) prosperity
d) discrepancy
4) panel
a) group
b) outpost
c) borough
d) symbol
5) investigate
a) survey
b) examine
¢) train
d) invent
6) disparity
a) difference
b) contrast
¢) destruction
d) symbol
7) eruption
a) rejection
b) confection
c) ejection
d) dejection
8) factor
a) creature
b) feature
c) fissure
d) fixture
9) accumulate
a) reject
b) collect
c) detect
d) react
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